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Formatting guidelines and requirements
Please read the following instructions carefully and maintain the format of the article as it is
sampled. Do not use any other settings, but the basic ones that editors have requested (i.e. do not use
break page, text-boxes, the option: group/ungroup in case of figures, and other special settings for
fonts). In order for your manuscript to be published in our journal it is mandatory not to be submitted
to other journal, or previously published elsewhere, even though in other language.
The content of the articles included in our journal may not necessary express our editors’
opinion, therefore authors are responsible for the scientific content of their papers.
Please make sure that at the end of the elaboration of the manuscript prior to its submission to
the editorial board of JSSP you make a final check of all the steps necessary for the submission to be
correctly completed.
Every author submitting a manuscript for publication in Journal of Settlements and Spatial
Planning should fill out the author statement in accordance with the journal’s policy and guidelines
on publishing ethics published by the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE). You can download the
standard form here. Every author listed in the list of authors must fill it out and sign it. After
you sign it, please scan the form and send it together with your submitted paper by e-mail to the
editorial team at: jssp_ubbcluj@yahoo.com or jssp.ubbcluj@gmail.com.
Structure of the manuscript. Papers submitted for publication in JSSP should follow the standard
scheme of IMRAD – Introduction, Methods (Theory and Methodology), Results, Discussion, as well as
Conclusion and Acknowledgements, if the case. Authors are free to detail their subject by adding the
necessary subsections to these basic structure, which should be numbered (i.e. 1.1., 1.2., 2.1., 2.2., 3.1.,
3.2., 3.3. etc.). Maintaining these major headings is necessary for readers to clearly understand the
scientific results presented by authors.
Title. It should be concise and reflect the content of the paper as accurately as possible.
Abstract. The abstract should state briefly the purpose of the research, its main results and major
conclusions. It should be no more than 250 words, in a single paragraph. There should not be included
any citations and abbreviations. If the case, provide short explanations.
Keywords. 5-8 words. List the most representative words in your paper, through which readers can
understand the internal structure of the subject of your research.
1. Introduction. State the objectives of the work and provide an adequate background. Try to avoid a
detailed literature survey or a summary of the results.
2. Theory and Methodology. You should provide enough details regarding the basic theory and
methodology used in your research so as to allow your work to be reproduced or be used as a starting
point for future research in the field. Methods already published should be indicated by references. For
increasing the quality of your research, please indicate how theory can be applied practically.

3. Results and Discussion. Results should be concise and thoroughly reveal the research you have
accomplished. We considered appropriately combining the sections of results and discussions for a
clearer provision of our research, thus highlighting their importance in the field. Avoid extensive
citations and discussion of published literature. All subsections of this part should be numbered 3.1, 3.2.
3.3. etc.
4. Conclusion. This section is meant to highlight the main conclusions of the study.
Acknowledgements. This section was deliberately included in the papers due to the frequent
involvement of the researchers in scientific projects, cooperation agreements and other types of
workgroups. We would prefer not to mention them as footnotes but include them in this section. Much
more, any author should include here a list of individuals that provided help with their research, if the
case.
Fonts and styles. Text body – Georgia, 9 pt. Please use italics if you need to emphasize something in
your text. Italics should be used for quotations, as well. If you need to insert footnotes you should
number them consecutively throughout the text.
Paragraph. Line spacing – Multiple (1,2). Alignment – Justify. Leave no space between paragraphs.
Page layout. Paper size: A4 (21 x 29.7 cm). Margins: Top 2 cm; Bottom 2 cm; Left 2 cm; Right 2
cm.Layout: Different odd and even, Different first page; Header 1.5; Footer 1.5.
Length. Articles should not exceed 10 pages, including figures, tables and references, and even pages
are mandatory. However, articles can exceed 10 pages if the research requires it.
Language. Considering that this is a paper meant to be published worldwide, the entire text should be
written in English. Yet, in case of the titles translated into English, included in the Reference
List their translation should be set in square brackets. Authors are responsible for the quality of
language they use and should make all the corrections necessary for publication.
Illustrations. They include maps, pictures, graphs and diagrams. All figures should be numbered as
Fig.1., Fig.2., Fig.3. etc., in the order of their insertion in the text. Figure’s title will be placed under the
figure. Figures should not be embedded in the text by the authors. However, details
related to the place where the author wants that figure to be inserted should be
mentioned in the text. Please provide the editorial team all the figures in their original colour as
separate files, saved in the following file formats: PNG, JPEG, or TIFF.
Tables. Tables will be numbered as Table 1., Table 2., Table 3. etc. in the order of their appearance in
the text. Table’s title will be placed above the table. Tables should not be embedded in the text by
the authors. However, details related to the place where the author wants that table to be
inserted should be mentioned in the text. Please provide the editorial team all the tables as
separate files, saved in a compatible version of Microsoft Office Excel, preferably 1997-2003.
Citation and References. Every author should make sure that they include each citation in the text,
and afterwards these are also present in the reference list, at the end of the paper. Do not include in
the reference list any sources that were not mentioned in the text.
How to cite:
References in the text should be indicated as numbers in square brackets at the end of the paragraphs or
ideas taken from other works, such as: [1], [2], [3] etc. The entire list of references should be numbered
([1], [2], [3] etc), maintaining the order they were cited in the text). After citing in the text, make
sure that each citation is included in the reference list, at the end of the paper.
For any citation of a reference that has not yet been published, you should mention “in press”, fact
that implies that the item has been accepted for publication, and it will be published in the nearest
future.
If there are web references, you should provide the full URL, authors, title of the publication if the case,
as well as the date it was last accessed. Do not forget to check the URL provided, not to be underlined.
In case of more than 3 authors, list the first name followed by “et al.” (for all the other authors).
Capitalize only the first word in the title of the article, book, etc.
If the references are in other language than English, please provide the English translation of the title in
square brackets [...].

a. In case of printed books:
i.e. [1] Popescu, R. (2010), Title of the book, Publishing House, Country.
In case of books downloaded from digital libraries you should also mention the URL and the date you
last accessed it.
i.e. [2] Popescu, R. (2010), Title of the book, Publishing House, Country. Available at: provide URL.
Last accessed: April, 24, 2011.
b. In case of articles in a journal:
i.e. [3] Popescu, R. (2010), Title of the article, In: Journal of Settlements and Spatial Planning, vol.
1, issue 1, Publishing House, Country, pp. 1-8.
In case of articles downloaded from digital archives you should also mention the URL and the date you
last accessed it.
i.e. [4] Popescu, R. (2010), Title of the article, In: Journal of Settlements and Spatial Planning, vol.
1, issue 1, Publishing House, Country, pp. 1-8. Available at: provide URL. Last accessed: April, 24, 2011.
c. In case of articles in coordinated volumes, conference proceedings etc:
i.e. [5] Popescu, R. (2010), Title of the article, In: Surd, V., Zotic, V. [editors] Rural Space and Local
Development, Publishing House, Country, pp. 56-68.
In case of articles downloaded from digital archives you should also mention the URL and the date you
last accessed it.
i.e. [6] Popescu, R. (2010), Title of the article, In: Surd, V., Zotic, V. [editors] Rural Space and Local
Development, Publishing House, Country, pp. 56-68. Available at: provide URL. Last accessed: April,
24, 2011.
d. in case of laws, books, leaflets, fact sheets and other official reports with no author or
editor, insert the titles in the reference list in the order of their entry in the text:
i.e. [7] *** (2010), Title, Ministry of Research, Education and Innovation, Romania.
[8] *** Council Regulation No 1260/1999 of 21 June 1999 laying down general provisions on the
Structural Funds, Official Journal of the European Communities, L 161/1, URL:
[9] *** (2004), New Perspectives for EU Rural Development, Fact Sheet, European
Communities. URL if the case.
[10] *** (2000) OECD Glossary of Statistical Terms, Agricultural Policies in OECD
Countries: Monitoring and Evaluation, Organization for Economic Co-operation and
Development. Available at: http://stats.oecd.org/glossary. Last accessed: July, 5, 2011.
Peer-Review. All manuscripts submitted for publication in our journal are going through a blind peerreview process. All authors will receive the results of the peer-review within 3 months of submission.
Subsequently, the authors will make the necessary adjustments. Once the authors receive the letter of
acceptance, their paper is published in the next available issue.
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